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James Grant of ‘Five Star’ Is an Enforcer on Screen, if No Longer

in Life

By COLEN MRS 1Y 7 ok
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Jacred (Grand steodlad thaoath e Wl YWhitman Housed i3 Pom Gooene,
Broaldyn, pocadling his padl ad & drug Sealer while pointing ool whsne hs
Elayind feiatball afd wibsis the polioe caught hisn with & Tod-4 pistel alleia
El e feot chaie, Xorw, b said, he b planaing oo seting koo and a B with
Bower bumdess than being a beader of the Blools gang.

Mr, Graal, 30, boought b eagserionod to boar ai 1B load of the movie “Fie
& P Srar." wikich i a limited man in New Yook on Thanday asd cpend 5 Los
Angelet o0 Friday. He plays Prines, a Bloods peaeril operaling inddde e
Whitman public housing comples.

"Tve dome things 'm st proed of,® Me, Grant sabd recently while shiing
A oy i=xide Feat Greene Pazl, neat fo ke Whitsnas R, "The boca vinleal.
T Bt A enfoscer,”

Althenish B asid Be mal=naind 3 cecnectios witl Blooch, wwhoss ke sasd Be
Jotsnd a1 1B A o 13, M, Grast aakd be had tefdiziidd oFimes a5 kad faol
Bt armiitod ishod Bering peheadad feom fall in aond, S8, Bis familiarty
wilhs pasg life and drug traflicling poovided a well of kstmdodis thal
Eatormed his actisg (he has had so training, a5 Primse b hi G role) asad
Farnbibd (b direcios, Keith Milles. with detadls that sddad authenicity 1o
“Five Star,” which doscribs tha relatiocnhip befwoen Primo assd & young
man pamssd Jolin (Joha Diac), wheen he invites to fs the Bloods,

Jamen Lemsd, pafored, skl B coey coraen i wWEs dnayg pe i Beosidhm

Eloments of Mir. Grant's Efe ocho throsgboet the flm, which was shat
maalmly in the Whitman houses, whene he once lived, and in the homse in
Newark where he Hves now, One soone, inowhilch Primo works s a bouseoer,
vt (lmeed it a bar in Fort Grevne whene 3. Grant onoe had a job
chrechdng 1D, People be knows from the Widtman howes: appear in e
fillm, portraying dealers or scqualnances. His girfriend, fwo chifdren and
v stepohfidren also malke apqearinoes, as Primo’s famSy.

The meovis opend with an autobiogmaphical thiot asd & hall misuie
e frodm M. (rasy ai Prime, whe haltisgly roveals (kat B mbiied
Eha Blath af his soh becasie he wad i5 jall. Mo daicribed holding the infans
for the Girid thme and sz “Omn that day | poomiied my §éd, 1 swoed to him,
1 swiie B sy o and | iwone 1o may daagiier. TH sever bodve you agala.” ™

M, Grami sadd 1kt eviesing the birth of Bis s, Sineere, prompoed him o
cufn way feom ceieme,

"It S e whien yuou e ol thee 1o peiedde for vear childeen,” Be aald,
" IBEnE B ene judd had o changpe, Prisd B GEpiitod sl dmsng ma
ismnilar seatieation, imancnkod 10 gasg lifs bul yearning foe 2 waler, ome
ARatR cxiatemot, Hio b ruthloss willh othes doalers but tensder while caring
B an aotiinic son and patemal al lmes wilh Joho, whone fatber wask a
Bl boador Barfods Kb wiad fatally alsod,

A, M BSer sa®] thai he begam with an dea for s flm e would address the
perobiema and respoecebilities of being o man. He was introdoossd 1o Me.
Crrand at the Wil bosses i 2o by Shannos Harper, the lead i kis
Eirst moeie, "Weloome fo Piee HiIL

Sy Bftemward, e adloed Me, G oo be B "Flve Sme ™ Me Miller wooke SLITEERE 9 KT TSR
the seript but sddod deradls feom Mr. Grant about pangs o= the snotives of
Prasmi, vt 10 00 SO0Eed ARt & eade? Wi driwl B sy,

“You've clevated through the mnds and put in enough time and encugh
woithc tio bee reoogenbned as the bose, bo be mecogn boed e somebody of
suprems power, suprems: suthority, of supreme knowledge,” Mr. Grast
sald, explaining why a Bloods leadsr would hatter somecne over adrug,
deehit, miding. "I'n that Hfetyle you canmad sllw mny Sieregpect.”
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1% ks difffcult bo pinpodng the infbeence of the: Bloods within the Whitman
Ewsnses daring the Hme that Mr. Gant was active bere, between o0 and
F010. Prossostons with the Brookhyn distriot sthommey’s offlce sabd the
Blioods did mod apgeear fo have been promdinest in Fort Grecne ot thal time
(Hfeials with the Pedera] Buseas of Investigation, which monitoms gangs,
deciined bo coemment o Bloods sotivithes o the nedghborhood then, dting
“pperational concerma.®

1% i8 gdas, Borwewitr, Lhat the WHEIman Boiids. wide soimclisstd 1B sciling
gl lawianeid and Voo arcmnd 1B 10me 1hat Me, Crant wai theee, o
D0GT, mddleod aidailantd Eanally dhol 8 yoiset man a1 1 onpiex., Latey
At ypar, & pedin scapeant kalled a gusiman during 45 outdond exchangs of
fisv. 16 3008, membet of e FDP Citw, & faseg that opseatod in the
Whitmnan housel, poesded guilty 1o fodaral ciarppel isdudisg racketoering
poapdnacy 1o distribule nancotics and the wie of @ Brearmm,

As o member of the Bloods in Foet Greese, 30r, (rrant sabd, Be comaniitod
erim, susviveel & aorsons slabbing aed wis arecilod 05 & Fan PoRseainnn
charpe bt was lates dinriia]. Baied upa s Eernh e Be p:‘mid-rd,, e
Brooidyn district attormey’s offboe sabd it ke of no oonyictions for Mr.
Girant. He was arrested b Jersey City [ 2007 oo robbery and acash
eharpes, he wabd, and evenbally plesded guity to thefl

S parts of the film were tighily directed, witk Mr, MBler inaiting on
peectae dislogue. But esore often he took & booser approach. He distribated
e ety & day in Sdvanes b0 that performanees would feel (eeih rathes
1has eeheasied, alloweod 2otess 1o i thelr e lanpuage and looked for
umieriplod moments that coedd ensich the nassare,

e cama whin Sneehe, wi b aoitic, intornspiod & [lming sequendas in
Wirwark, Me. Malles kept (b chincdad olling &4 Me, Grasn spole wilh ki
sl ety ool alid afhoea e ey, sdnisg that he ddw hiss 508 & Hawesd
bt perioct, Mr, MEDer said that ke had pold Me, Grant that be Buad b ibrw
vialicrabiEty 5 the hlm & well &8 Dodigh R,

He proved capatbde of both, Me. MiTer sadd, eafling Me. Grant “s geneross
wetor™ wha wa “very relloctive, very eollabornative.”

Drzring bis steoll arcend the Whitmas boases, Mr, Grast was recognieed by
peindeatd and wosiesi A man hugeed him and usped kim 1o et o gond
exnmple Sor younger poopbe. Another imvibed hisy s yosth day rus by s
ehuanch, Mr. Grant sabd ke would po, sddi=g & snoment later that it was
gratifying tobe grectiod with affection im s place where be ot kad 1
walch hid hask,

“Fort Grevne [ beaotifol plece,” he sabd “Bot § abu feels good to oo
ledft, that I bad the opportanity 1o beave, bevaue 1 you siay somewhene you
don't groe.”
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